All praise is due to Allah; we praise Him, seek His aid and ask for His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evils of ourselves and the evils of our actions. 

Whomsoever Allah guides, none can misguide; and whomsoever Allah misguides, none can guide.

I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah alone, having no partners. I bear witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.

O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared and die not except as Muslims

O Mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord Who created you from a single person and from him He created his wife, and from them both He created many men and women. And fear Allah through whom you demand your mutual rights and observe the rights of your kinship; surely Allah is ever and all Watcher over you

O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah, fear Him and speak the truth; He will direct you to righteous deeds and will forgive you your sins

Indeed, the most truthful of speech is the Book of Allah. The best guidance is that of Muhammad. And the worst of all affairs are the newly invented matters, and all newly invented matters are innovation and all innovation is misguidance and all misguidance is in the Fire.

Later generations will not be guided and rectified except by the same tools and methodology that set right the Early Generations. The latter were rectified by means of tazkiyah and ilm, the very two duties Muhammad (PBUH) was sent to fulfill. Actually, Allah blessed Muhammad (PBUH) with this honour even before his birth. His father, Ibraheem (PBUH) supplicated to Allah:

O our Lord! Send among them a Messenger from among them who would relate to them Your signs, teach them the Book and al-Hikmah, and give them tazkiyyah. Indeed, You are the Great, the all-Wise
Thus, Allah’s response was reported in a number of verses – all in the course of reminding humans of His favours on them:

As We have sent among you a Messenger from yourselves, relating our signs to you, cultivating you, teaching you the Book and al-Hikmah (the Sunnah) and educating you in that of which you had no knowledge [al-Baqarah: 151].

Allah has favoured the believers by sending among them a Messenger from themselves relating to them His signs, cultivating them, teaching them the Book and the Sunnah and indeed, they were before in sheer misguidance [Aali-Imraan: 164].

It is He who sent among the unlettered a Messenger from among themselves relating to them His signs, cultivating them and teaching them the Book and the Sunnah. Indeed, prior to that they had been in apparent misguidance [al-Jumu’ah: 2].

The Messenger (PBUH) said: I am the answer to the call of my father, Ibraheem.

Ilam and tazkiyah are the two wishes he supplicated Allah to grant his descendents. Allah answered his call but with one amendment i.e. He put tazkiyah before ilm because one acquires knowledge by achieving tazkiyah first. And ilm will not yield its fruits until the person of knowledge has achieved tazkiyyah in himself.  Such an aspiration will only be fully realized by following certain rules and regulations.

In this context, some points are worth consideration especially by students of knowledge:

First: The origin of all goodness is (ilm) and (Tazkiyyah). Those very two foundations are also the protection against the sources of evil and the ways leading to it. The origin of all evil is desire (shahwah) and misinterpretation (Shubuhah). Thus, tazkiyyah repels shahwah and ilm repels shubuhah.

Just as there is a strong connection between desire and shubuhah, there is an equivalent connection between purification and knowledge.

Second: The worst type of misguidance is a combination of desire and misinterpretation. This is why Allah described humanity before the Prophethood of Muhammad (PBUH) as:

They were before, in a state of sheer misguidance
The reason for such a description is thulm (injustice) and jahl (ignorance); thus injustice generates from lack of tazkiyyah and ignorance from lack of knowledge; a combination of both is sheer misguidance.

Third: Allah describes man as follows:

((We have offered the trust to the Heavens, the earth and the Mountains but they abstained from carrying it; however, man did carry it; he is indeed, unjust, ignorant)) [al-Ahzaab: 72]. The following points can be inferred from the verse:

1) When man took upon himself the religious obligations he was unjust and ignorant. Those two characteristics – in this order – can only be removed by tazkiyah and knowledge respectively. This is why it was suitable to place tazkiyah in advance of knowledge in a corresponding order against injustice and ignorance.

2) By default, man is unjust and ignorant until he to get himself out of those two characteristics.

Ibn Taymiyyah said: (Majmoo’ al-Fataawaa (15\357):

“Regarding the statement of those who say: a Muslim is ‘Adl (pious and of sound judgment) by default, such a notion is false. Indeed, the children of Adam are unjust, ignorant by default as Allah says: ((and man carried it. Indeed, he is unjust, ignorant)). And mere testimony of tawheed as such does not elevate a person from the state of injustice and ignorance to the state of ‘adaalah” (trustworthiness).

He also said (18/169):

“Having knowledge is a prerequisite of justice because one who is ignorant does not even know what justice looks like. As a matter of fact, man is ignorant, unjust by nature except those whom Allah has favoured and thus they became knowledgeable and just. Therefore, judges can be classified into three categories: knowledgeable but unjust, ignorant and unjust – both will be in Hell – …”

Ibn Abi Taghlib said in ((Nayl al-Ma’aarib)) (2/454):

“The Shaikh said: he who says: man is ‘adl by nature is mistaken. By default, humans are unjust and ignorant. Allah says: ((He is unjust, ignorant)) [al-Ahzaab:72]”

There are plenty of other statements on the subject. They were summed up and dealt with by as-San’aani in (Tawdeeh al-Afkaar). He says:

“This is an issue of disagreement among the Ummah; some scholars see that man is faasiq by nature. This is the opinion of al-‘Adud whose statements were quoted by others to the same effect since lack of trustworthiness is more common.

In fact, in my book (The Fruits of Thought) I proved that – originally – every human being reaches the age of puberty while in a sound state of fitrah (pure natural disposition) as indicated by the hadeeth: ((Every human being is born on the state of fitrah)) and other hadeeths. In the light of this, we understand the verse: ((The fitrah on which Allah originated humans)) [ar-Room: 30]. If this fitrah remains pure of fisq and if the person fulfills his/her obligations then, such a person is ‘adl upon his fitrah and their narration a hadeeth, will be accepted. But if that person falls in an act of fisq he will be dealt with accordingly….

The Correct opinion:

We say: Every Muslim whose ’Adaalah has not been verified, we entertain a neutral judgment of him until his state is uncovered. Before that we neither accept his narrations nor do we reject them.”

This conclusion of as-San’aani is the indisputable truth over this issue. And hopefully, with this clarification, the confusion prevalent today among the students of knowledge on this issue will be lifted.

Forth: Testifies to what we said previously, the statement of Allah’s Messenger (PBUH):

((Two characteristics will not be found together in a hypocrite: good character and understanding of the Deen)). [as-Silsilah as-Saheeha: 278].

Good character is acquired from tazkiyah; knowledge of the Deen is ’ilm. Thus, none will be clear of hypocrisy without achieving a certain amount of both missions of the Prophet (PBUH). This is an obligation on the personal level, i.e. obligatory on each and every person.

Fifth: This Ummah as a whole will never achieve real happiness until they have achieved those very two characteristics according to the perfect manner prescribed. The perfection of knowledge is yaqeen (absolute certainty of the truth), and the apex of tazkiyah is patient perseverance in all its forms:

Patience and perseverance on obedience to Allah,

Patience and perseverance on refraining from sins,

Patience and perseverance in the face of hardships and challenges lying in the way of da’wa to Allah’

And patience and perseverance in contentment with the divine decree (al-Qadhaa’ wal-Qadar).

We will be hitting the truth as we confirm that the reason for this state of confusion the people are in today, is failing to achieve those two principles, even failing to meet the least degree acceptable of those two collective obligations. As a matter of fact, it is collectively obligatory on the Ummah to have those who would carry out the mission the Messenger (PBUH) was sent with: Achieving tazkiyah and ’ilm. Once the Ummah has achieved both, victory will be within our reach.

The Rabbaniyyoon (devout) scholars are the ones who have acquired the highest ranks in terms of tazkiyah and ’ilm, which – respectively – are: patience and yaqeen. Allah says:

((And we made from among them Imaams (leaders and guides) when they achieved patient perseverance and attained yaqeen in our signs)) Das-Sajdah: 24].

Sixth: Finally, in all the quoted verses – especially those from Surat al-Jumu’ah – we find an implicit confirmation of the ’adaalah of all those who accepted the Prophet’s call during his life, because the Prophet (PBUH) fulfilled his two missions and Allah granted him success in both. Allah also saved those who believed in his Messenger from misguidance, and this can only be imagined with the attainment of ’ilm and tazkiyah.

Ibn al-Qayyim commented on this verse:

“The first are the ones who saw Allah’s Messenger (PBUH) and became his companions. The others are the ones that were yet to come: and they are all those who follow the methodology of the first ones until the Day of Judgment. Those two groups are the happy ones. As for those who refuse to accept the guidance Allah sent His Messenger with, those are the ones Allah described as: ((Those who have been entrusted with the Torah but did not adhere to it…)) [al-Jumu’ah: 5].

To sum up, As Allah chose His Messenger (PBUH) from among all humans, He also chose his Companions. Allah favoured them with knowledge after being ignorant, and with guidance after being misguided. What a great favour of Allah’s; indeed, it is a priceless gift.
